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To: Nancy Vogel, Alice MoFa.rland, Bill Robinson, Allan Miller
!Prom: Robert Luehrs
Date: May 29, 1979
Subject: Stone Schoolhouse Dedication Program
At the last meeting of the Stone Schoolhouse Dedioation
eommittee it wa.s determined that the event in question will take
place on Saturday, September 22, at 2 :30 1n the afternoon. ThuB
it is now time for our subcommittee to oome up with an attre.ct1Te
program. As I understand it, we are not directly responsible tor
any pa.rt or the day's activities except the aotual dedication
ceremony.
1.) First of all, I welcome Alice McFarland to our group.
She indicated an interest in helping us, and her assists.nee will
be most valuable.
2.) We need a starting pQint for our deliberations, 10 let me
suggest a possible scenario for the dedication -- this proposal 1a
meant as an initial possibility only. S1noe I should give some
sort of pro~ress report at the next meeting or the full committee
(June 5), you might indioate your ree.ctions to what I am about
to outline, and we will have a meeting of our own later in June
to devise something more detailed. First or all, I would see the
dedication as a combination of nostalgia and fun rather than a
formal ocoasion -- a tum-of-the-century spirit might be generated
through costumed attendants, eto. As the guests are arr1V1118 and.
finding sea.ts a.mo~ the chairs and/or bleachers (whateTer 1a
eventually set up) maybe we could have a singing group (FHSU singera
or the High Sohool equivalent) doing the pre-World War I standard.a.
Since we will have a platform, the group could perform on that or
it could stroll th.rough the audience.

3.) The ceremony itself should not go beyond 45 minutes. We
need a master of ceremonies to acknowledge important people in the
audience and speak briefly about the Plymouth School. I would
propose Allan Miller for this post -- he has been the ramrod tor
the project from the beginning; he would be the log1oal one to preside at the moment or conolusion. ¥.aybe we should have a br1et
talk (under ten minutes) from some honored member of the publio
education system oonoerning the place of one-roomed schools in the
scheme of things. Possibly Warren Macy might be a good individtal
to handle this.
4.) To this point the ceremonies have taken 15-20 minutes; now
would be the time to bring on the kids. The master of ceremonies
might indicate that we are now to travel ba.ok to the yea.rs or 'reddy
Roosevelt for a convocation (or whatever) as it might have taken
place three-quarters of a. century before. The master of oeramonies
might even want to don a frock coat (available from Drama) to add
to the illusion. I believe that oo.ch of the elementary schools in
town should play some role in this part of the program, with
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teachers and children dressed in early twentieth-century styles
and rnaybe even comin~ out of the schoolhouse to the platform to
perform their pieces • . Exactly what these pieces should be and
how we determine which school is to do what, I am not certain.
Bill Robinson has mentioned that he has materials on the sorts
of recitations customarily used, and maybe with proper editing
(in the name of brevity) these items oouls be the basis of this
part of the program.

5.) The ending of the dedication? How about a oommun1ty
sing-alongf led by the group who provided music at the beginning?
Admittedly, none of this is especially sophisticated. But I do
not suppose that sophistication is what we are after -- & sentimentality for a romanticized past might serve our oocasion better.
This is the best I can do in terms of ideas; I am still reeling
from end of the semester hysteria and final exam miasma. What are
your ideas on a.11 of this? And what would be & convenient time to
meet 1n June for Final Decisions and Pa.reeling Out Responsibilities?

Hays, Kansas
67601
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Signed:
REPLY:
Date: - - -- ~- - - - - - --

Signed:
Originator sends parts 1 and 2; recipient returns part 2 with reply.
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